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Respect briefing paper: party polic ies on dom estic  violence, perpetrator program m es and 

violence against w om en  

Sou rces o f in form a tion :  

I u sed the  c urrent m a nifestoe s a nd policies state d o n the  p arty  w e b site s ( I u sed the  searc h en gine  for  ‘d om e stic v iolenc e ’, ‘v iole nce  ag ain st 

w o m en ’ a n d ‘c om m unity  safety ’)  w here  av aila ble ; existing live  stra tegy  o n v iolence  ag ain st w om e n  (current gover nm e nt/La bo ur, C o n servative );  

or  on d om e stic v iolen ce , any pu blicly  availa ble  p olicy  c om m itm e nt to specif ic m ea sure , g overnm e nt policy  a nd str ategy  (for  the  La b our P arty  in 

U K) an d p arlia m en tary  p olicy  (for  the  Sc ottish N a tio n al Par ty , a s they are  in p ow er in Sc ottish Parliam e nt) . I c ould no t f ind a W e stm inster  

m a nifesto for  the  Sc ott ish N a tio n alis t Par ty . I ran G oo gle  se arche s for  all the  m ain p artie s a nd ‘d om e stic v iole nce ’, ‘v iole nce  a gainst w o m en ’, an d 

‘d om e stic v iole nce  per petrator pr ogra m m e ’.  

Plea se  n o te  th a t th is  sh o u ld  b e  rea d  a s  a  gu id e  o n ly.  For  further infor m a tio n, plea se  se arch the  w e bsi tes of eac h party  or  co ntact y our loc al 

can didate . See  a lso the  m ain R e spe ct br ie fin g for  m e m ber s o n the  gener al e lection .  

La b o u r Pa rty  (curren t gover nm e nt) s trate gy  o n Violen ce  A gainst W om e n a n d G ir ls click  here  

La b o u r Pa rty  (curren t gover nm e nt) p olicy  an d a ction on do m e stic v iolen ce  click  here  

Co n serva tive  p a rty  stra tegy  on v iolen ce  ag ainst w om e n click  here  

Co n serva tive  p a rty  w eb site  w om e n’s p age s click  here  

Lib era l D em o cra t p a rty  po licy  o n w o m en click  here  

G reen  Pa rty m a n ifes to ,  including sectio n o n d om e stic a bu se  click  here  

Pla id  Cym ru  m a n ifesto  c om m itm en ts o n co m m u nity  safety  c lick  here  

SN P w e bsite  click  here  –  n o W e stm in ster  m an ifesto a t tim e  of w ritin g a nd no specif ic p olicy , see  also Sc ottish P arliam e nt (they are  in m a jority)  

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/violence-against-women-and-girls.html
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/crime-victims/reducing-crime/domestic-violence/index.html
http://www.conservatives.com/~/media/Files/Downloadable%20Files/ending-violence-against-women.ashx?dl=true
http://www.conservatives.com/Policy/Where_we_stand/Women.aspx
http://www.libdems.org.uk/siteFiles/resources/PDF/Real%20Women1.pdf
http://policy.greenparty.org.uk/mfss/mfsscj.html
http://www.plaidcymru.org/uploads/publications/50.pdf
http://www.snp.org/home/
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T o p ic o r 

co m m itm en t  

La b o u r Pa rty 

stra teg y o n  V A W G  

a n d  o th er d v 

p o licies  

Co n serva tive/T o ry 

stra teg y o n  V A W G  

a n d  o th er d v p o licy 

p ro p o sa ls 

 

Lib era l D em o cra ts  

m a n ifesto  

co m m itm en ts  o n  

V A W G /co m m u n ity 

sa fety a n d  re la ted  

 

G reen  

 

Pla id  Cym ru  

 

Sco ttish  

N a tio n a list 

Pa rty  

Stra te gy fo r ta cklin g 

vio len ce  a ga in st 

w o m en  a n d  girls  

A N D /O R sp ec ific 

d o m estic vio len ce  

p o licy /stra te gy  

Y es –  stra tegy  on 

v iolence  ag ain st 

w o m en an d gir l s. 

C onsultatio n w ith 

N G O s.   

Y es –  stra tegy  on 

v iolence  ag ain st 

w o m en; do m e stic 

v iolence  ac tio n a nd 

su pp ort for  m ale  

v ictim s in clu ded . 

C onsultatio n w ith 

N G O s. M ent io ned as 

policy  in w eb site  

section o n w om e n .  

Specif ic V A W G  a nd 

sex ualisa tio n 

section s of po licy  o n 

w o m en . N ot cle ar  if  

con sulte d N G O s.  

N o ev ide nce  Actio n plan 

com m its to 

deve lo pin g a 

specif ic 

stra tegy  o n 

v iolence  

again st 

w o m en –  bu t 

no detail  

Scottish 

Parlia m en t h as 

C ross Party  

W orkin g gro u p 

on M en ’s 

Viole nce  

Ag ain st 

W o m en . 

Inclu de s rep s 

from  N G O s 

including 

perpetra tor 

progra m m es.  

Reco gn itio n  o f ro le  

o f p erp etra to r 

p ro gra m m es 

Y es –  cr im in al 

justice  an d 

com m unity/  

volu ntary  sector  

Som e lim ite d 

m entio n b ut no 

com m itm e nt a n d 

so m e c aut io n 

expressed ab o ut 

ou tco m e s  

 

N o m e ntion in 

m a nife sto  

N o. E m p ha sis 

on re form ing 

legal syste m  to 

m ake  m ore  u se  

of m ediatio n, 

reparation to 

v ictim s by  

perpetra tor s, 

no n-prison 

ba sed 

sente ncing , 

com m unity  

rehabili ta tio n.  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

Accre dita tio n 

of C aled onian 

Syste m  

progra m m e.  
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T o p ic o r 

co m m itm en t  

La b o u r Pa rty 

stra teg y o n  V A W G  

a n d  o th er d v 

p o licies  

Co n serva tive/T o ry 

stra teg y o n  V A W G  

a n d  o th er d v p o licy 

p ro p o sa ls 

 

Lib era l D em o cra ts  

m a n ifesto  

co m m itm en ts  o n  

V A W G /co m m u n ity 

sa fety a n d  re la ted  

 

G reen  

 

Pla id  Cym ru  

 

Sco ttish  

N a tio n a list 

Pa rty  

Fu n d in g fo r 

sp ecia list d v 

services  fo r w o m en  

C om m itm e nt to 

ID VA serv ices , 

con tin u ation of 

funding of n ation al 

dv  he lpline .  

Incre asing G ift Aid to 

benefit fu n ding f or  

volu ntary  

orga nizatio ns . 3  year 

funding f or  volu ntary  

orga nizatio ns .  

State s they w i ll be  

looking at spec if ic 

serv ices for  black  

an d o ther e thnic 

m in ority  w o m en in 

run u p to ge neral 

e lectio n. 

N o ev ide nce  fo un d  Dep artm e nts of 

Justice  to be  

esta blishe d 

w hich w ill be  

respo n sible  for  

funding of 

w o m en ’s 

serv ices e tc.  

C om m itm e nt to 

guar an tee ing 

re fuge  pla ce  to 

any one  w h o 

need s it .  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

Fu n d in g fo r services  

fo r m a le  vict im s  

C urrent fun din g for  

the  M en ’s A dvice  

Line  se cured .  

Specif ic m ent io n in 

VA W  strate gy  th at 

m ea sures w ill also 

he lp m ale  v ic tim s 

but th at i t is still 

r ight to h av e  specif ic 

VA W  strate gy . 

N o ev ide nce  fo un d  R ecog nition of 

m ale  v ic tim s in 

m a nifesto . 

C om m itm e nt to 

prov iding safety  

for  all v ictim s .  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

C urrent 

funding f or  the  

M en ’s A dvice  

Line  se cured  

T ra in in g fo r p o lice , 

h ea lth  etc  

Im proved trainin g 

on ra pe/sex u al 

assa ult f or  police  

an d C PS  

T eacher trainin g o n 

VA W . 

All p olice  recrui ts to 

rece ive  training in 

full range  of V AW . 

Health v isitors to be  

traine d to recog nise  

VA W . T e acher 

training on VA W . 
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T o p ic o r 

co m m itm en t  

La b o u r Pa rty 

stra teg y o n  V A W G  

a n d  o th er d v 

p o licies  

Co n serva tive/T o ry 

stra teg y o n  V A W G  

a n d  o th er d v p o licy 

p ro p o sa ls 

 

Lib era l D em o cra ts  

m a n ifesto  

co m m itm en ts  o n  

V A W G /co m m u n ity 

sa fety a n d  re la ted  

 

G reen  

 

Pla id  Cym ru  

 

Sco ttish  

N a tio n a list 

Pa rty  

Co m m itm en t to  

fu n d in g fo r 

p erp etra to r 

p ro gra m m es 

U nder DC SF 

funding v ia C afc ass 

for  fam ily  c ourt 

re ferrals. Fu nding 

for  the  R espect 

Ph one line .  

 

N o ev ide nce  fo un d  N o ev ide nce  fo un d  N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

Fun din g for  

the  R espec t 

Ph one line .  

Fu n d in g fo r  ra p e  

cris is  cen tres  

N o. B ut fu n din g for  

nat io nal he lpline  in 

2010. 

Y es –  for  15  Y e s –  for  15  N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

Fu n d in g fo r n ew  

SA R CS  

16 in deve lop m e nt  N ot cle ar  tho ug h 

em p ha sise s value  of 

bo th S AR C  a nd R C C  

Y es –  for  12  N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

E n su re  p ro vis io n  o f 

p reven tio n  w o rk 

ed u ca tio n  w ith  

ch ild ren /yp  

Y es  Y es  Y es Y es  N o –  b ut 

prevention 

em p ha sise d in 

com m unity  

safety   

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

E n su re  w o m en  ca n  

rem a in  w o rkin g 

w h ilst in  refu ges  

N o ev ide nce  fo un d  N o ev ide nce  fo un d  Y es –  no t cle ar  ho w  

they w ill d o this  

M ore  e m p ha sis 

on m aking 

v ictim s safer  in 

ow n h o m e  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

T a ckle  sexu a lisa tio n  R ecent results of 

Sexu alisation 

rev iew  pu blishe d, 

no t clear  yet w hat 

the  respo nse  w ill 

be .  

N o ev ide nce  fo un d  5  spe cif ic m anife sto 

com m itm e nts  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  
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T o p ic o r 

co m m itm en t  

La b o u r Pa rty 

stra teg y o n  V A W G  

a n d  o th er d v 

p o licies  

Co n serva tive/T o ry 

stra teg y o n  V A W G  

a n d  o th er d v p o licy 

p ro p o sa ls 

 

Lib era l D em o cra ts  

m a n ifesto  

co m m itm en ts  o n  

V A W G /co m m u n ity 

sa fety a n d  re la ted  

 

G reen  

 

Pla id  Cym ru  

 

Sco ttish  

N a tio n a list 

Pa rty  

Pro stitu t io n  C rim inalisa tio n of 

dem an d; o n 1
s t

 

April 201 0 the  u se  

of pro sti tute  w ho m  

client sh o uld have  

reaso na bly  k no w n 

w a s force d, 

coerced , 

threate ned , 

trafficked etc . w ill 

beco m e illeg al. 

He lp f or  w om e n 

w a nting to le ave  

prostitution .  

 

M en tio ned in 

re latio n to 

traffick ing .  S om e 

discu ssion o n blog s 

an d press c overage  

ab ou t foc ussing on 

su pply  side .  

Prop ose  de -

cr im in alisatio n of 

prostitution . He lp for  

w o m en w an tin g to 

leave  pro sti tu tio n.  

Som e discu ss io n 

at p arty  

conferen ces 

ab ou t de -

cr im in alisatio n  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

T ra ffickin g  C rim inalised . 

C om m itm e nt in 

VA W G  strategy  to 

im proving 

enforcem e nt . 

Sup port f or  the  

Po ppy Pr ojec t for  

surv ivor s.  

C om m itm e nt to 

con sider need f or  

cha nge  an d to 

su pp orting m ore  

prose cu tio ns . 

C han ges in rule s so 

16-18 year olds c a n 

be  a dm itted to 

serv ices like  P o ppy 

Projec t.  

 

 

 

N o ev ide nce  fo un d  N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  



   

R espe ct briefin g on  p olicies o f m ain  politi c al par ties on  d om e sti c vio len ce an d on  violen ce a gain st  w o m en  M ar c h  20 10  P age 6  

 

T o p ic o r 

co m m itm en t  

La b o u r Pa rty 

stra teg y o n  V A W G  

a n d  o th er d v 

p o licies  

Co n serva tive/T o ry 

stra teg y o n  V A W G  

a n d  o th er d v p o licy 

p ro p o sa ls 

 

Lib era l D em o cra ts  

m a n ifesto  

co m m itm en ts  o n  

V A W G /co m m u n ity 

sa fety a n d  re la ted  

 

G reen  

 

Pla id  Cym ru  

 

Sco ttish  

N a tio n a list 

Pa rty  

V io len ce  a ga in s t 

w o m en  w ith  

im m igra tio n  

p ro b lem s 

M a de  c ha nge s to 

the  im m igr ation 

rules for  w o m en 

flee ing dv  so 

w o m en flee ing lon g 

term  re lation sh ip 

w ith B r itish C itizen 

can ap ply  for  

In definite  Leave  to 

R em ain (ILR )  

N o c om m itm en t. 

Sectio n of VA W  

stra tegy  re fers to 

cr iticism s of 

im ple m en ta tio n of 

govern m en t ILR  

policy  b ut no 

altern ative s 

prop o sed .  

C om m itm e nt to 

prov iding serv ices to 

all w o m en w h o nee d 

it regardle ss of 

im m igration status  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

Crim es excu sed  in  

th e  n a m e o f so -

ca lled  ‘h o n o u r’ (a lso  

kn o w n  a s  crim es  o f 

d ish o n o u r) 

Specific 

con sideration  

Specif ic 

con sideration  

N o ev ide nce  fo un d  N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

U se o f m ed ia tio n  in  

d o m estic d isp u tes  

o r fa m ily 

b rea kd o w n  

G reen Paper on 

Fam ilie s a n d 

R e latio n ships 

prop o ses tr ial of 

com p ulsory  

m ediation in fa m ily  

hearin gs .  

T r ied com p ulsory  

m ediation in 1990 s 

an d re jecte d it .  

N o ev ide nce  fo un d  Dep artm e nt of 

Justice  to se t u p 

loca l m e dia tio n 

centres , 

including 

do m estic 

v iolence  w ork.  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

N o ev ide nce  

foun d  

 

Thangam  D e b bonai re , Than gam .de bbon aire @ re spe ct.uk.ne t   

R e spe ct R e se arch M anage r , 18
th

 M ar ch 2010.  

mailto:Thangam.debbonaire@respect.uk.net

